Due FRI 8/23

6th Grade Band Syllabus

2013-2014

Mrs. Rhodes krhodes@bps.k12.ok.us, 10:45-11:35 Planning Period

I. Course Description

6th Grade Band is a first-year performance class that introduces students to instrumental music. This class emphasizes student development of proper tone and technique on their instruments. Students will learn how to read, play and notate music. Students will also learn basic music theory and be exposed to music of various genres and styles. 

II. Instructional Materials

a. Music Stand (for home practice)

b. Pencil

c. 1 inch 3-ring BLACK binder

d. clear page protectors (to go into the black binder)

e. Loose Leaf notebook paper

f. Instrument

g. Misc/Cleaning supplies (cork grease, reeds, valve oil, cleaning swabs etc.)

h. 2 boxes of Kleenex

i. small to medium-sized mirror to place on your music stand

j. Method Books

i. Brass & Woodwinds- Method Book: Essential Elements 2000 Book 1 (yellow cover), instrument specific
ii. Percussion- Method Book: Simple Steps to Beginning Percussion by Kennan Wylie

iii. EVERYONE: 5 Minute Theory by Mark Wessels –instrument specific
III. Major Assignments: 
a. Rehearsals

Students will earn grades for rehearsals, in-class playing quizzes, daily participation, assessments, and bringing supplies everyday. Students will earn 20 points per day for with 5 points assigned to each of the following categories:

· Instrument, music, reeds/sticks/mallets/valve oil, pencil

b. Objective Sheets

Students will receive one (1) objective sheet every 9 weeks. Each objective must be passed off by the end of the 9 weeks. Each student will have the opportunity to pass off each objective in class one (1) time. If the objective is not passed off then it will be the student’s responsibility to pass their objective off on their own time. Mrs. Rhodes will initial each objective once it is completed. Objectives will be passed when 90% mastery or higher is achieved. Completing this sheet is a major part of their grade. If the student loses the sheet then they must get a new sheet and start over on the objectives. 

c. Concerts/Performances
Attendance is required for both winter and spring band concerts. In case of illness, parents should notify Mrs. Rhodes before the performance. Students will be given a make-up assignment when they return to school. Students with unexcused absences will receive a zero (0). WHEN ANY MUSIC ENSEMBLE PERFORMS, IT MUST HAVE THE ATTENDANCE OF ALL BAND STUDENTS TO BE SUCCESSFUL!

d. Homework

Practicing is an essential part of a student’s success in band. Students are expected to take their instrument and music home on a routine basis that fits the family schedule. Twenty to thirty minutes of practice every night is recommended. Students are to record their practice time for each day on a provided practice card. Parents must sign the card and have the student return it every week to a designated location in the band room. The following progressive scale will be used in assessing a student’s weekly practice grade: 
Quarter 1


Quarter 2

Quarter 3

Quarter 4

45 + minutes/week = 100

60 + = 100

90+ = 100

120+ = 100

35-44= 90


50-59= 90

80-89= 90

100-119= 90

25-34 = 80


40-49= 80

70-79 = 80

80-99= 80

Less than 25 = 70


30-39= 70

60-69= 70

60-79= 70





Less 30= 60

50-59 = 60

50-59= 60








Less than 50 = 50

less 50= 50
IV. Grading Policy

a. Grades are to be A, B, C, D, F and will follow the following grading scale:

A = 90-100

B= 80-89

C= 70-79

D= 60-69

F= 0-59

b. Grades are based on a percentage scale. Within a semester, band students will be graded on:

· Daily Grades (Rehearsals, Objective Sheet) 40%

· Test Average (Concerts, Performances, and Assessments) 40%

· Homework 10%

· Mid Term/Semester Tests 10%

V. Classroom Rules: Bronchos ROCK!

R eady for class! This includes all supplies (instrument, reeds, oil, book, pencil, notebook, music)

O n time and in your assigned chair working on bell work/warming up before the second (tardy) bell rings.

C onduct yourselves as ladies and gentlemen. This includes entering the band room, being nice to others with your words and actions.

K eep food, drinks, candy and gum out!

Breaking school and/or band rules will result in following the school step plan or appropriate consequence. 
VI. Curriculum Calendar

First Quarter

August 19-October 16

Second Quarter
October 21-December 20

Third Quarter
January 6-March 14

Fourth Quarter
March 24-May 22

I, __________________ (student name) have read and understand the expectations and guidelines for 6th Grade Band and will be fully committed to my band.

X __________________________    

___________________

Student signature



Date

X __________________________

___________________

Parent/Guardian Signature


Date

* Turn this form into Mrs. Rhodes by Friday, August 23, 2013 for full credit as an assignment. *

2

